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vomer own.

The Coming' Centennial of Cornwailis*Surrender.

A PRELIMINARY CELEBRATION

The Historic Spot In Its Ancient
and Modern Aspect.

INTERESTING LOCALITIES AND TRAJ1T1UNS

Sketch of the Battle that Resultedin Independence.

OUR FRENCH ALLIES AND BRITISH MIES.

Yobktown, Oct. 19,1879.
On a map of tho United State* a* lurge a* a blanket

a postage stamp laid down on the Virginia peninsula
might he mado to cover the localities of Jamestown,Williamsburg and Yorktown. At tho first was

the earliest permanent settlement of the English in

America. Four miles northward of it is tho ancient
town which was tho capital of tho Old Dominion
for a long time prior to tho Involution. Twelve
miles beyond wo uumu to Yorktown, whero Cornwallislaid down his arms and "the rebels" enjoyod
tho ecstasy of feeling that liberty was sealod unto

them. Thcso three spots, so precious in memoriesof tho past, have hut little lot with tho busy,
bustling world of to-day. Great cities are marked
on tho tnup in places which wero unexplored wildernesseswhen they were in their maturity, ltallroads
have penetrate! mountains and crossed the continent,but tho whistlo of the locomotive
has nover disturbod the quiet of tholr ileitis or

Btroots. The tolegrapli encircles tho world, but the
click of a telegraphic instrument has never broken
their reposo or aroused their people to sympathy
with tho hurrying crowds. Theirs is the groen old
ago of honor and pence. Their best days are gone,
but they can look without euvy upon the blooming
beauties of this later generation. At Jamestown

One mouldering tower overgrown with Ivy shows
Whore first Virginia's capital arose.
Ami to the tourist's vision far withdrawn
Stands like u boiitry at tho gates of dawn.

There is but one dwelling house on the island.
An Englishman.a Londoner, indeed.has come to

replant the gardens and till tho tiejds laid out by his
poople 270 years ago. At Williamsburg, which was

tho scat of vieeroyalty, tho ccntro of colonial fashion,
and later tho cradle of Revolution, there is no sign of
grandeur, but the contrary. Tho State Lunatic Asylumlocated there now gives it its chief importance;
for old William and Mary College has seen bitter days,
aud life seems now nearly, if not quite, extinct.
Yorktowu never did attain the size of Williamsburg
or Jamestown. In tho Revolutionary War it had
about sixty houses. Now it cannot count many
more than a fourth of the number, but it seems of
lato to have brighteued up some, and, with its
llourt House, two or three taverns, stores and

wharves, is not to bo regarded as a lifeless
corpse. Not by any means. The spirit of
patriotic enterprise at least survives, and the colobratlonto take place here on the 23d, preliminary to
the centennial on October 13, 1881, enlists the vigorousoxertions and liveliest sympathy of its people,

%
who are proud of tho history which belongs to their
venerablo town, and will welcome with open arms

all strangers who come to join them in their preparatoryjubilee.
YOUKTOWN AND XUE PENINSULA.

Xbe Virginia peninsula is a low and narrow strip
of land lying bo. wool tho James and York rivers
and terminating at Old Point Comfort. Fortress
Monroe is on its eastern limit, Yorktown on the
northern and Jamestown Island on the southern,
with Williamsburg, we may say, botween the last two.
From Old Point to Yorktown. as the crow flies, is
twenty miles.by road twuuty-flve or twenty-six. To
West Point.where tho Painunkuy and Mattapony
|oin and form the York.twenty-eight or thirty
miles. West Point is connected with llichmond by
rail and telegraph, and is now assuming considerableimportance as a port. Great quantities of
cotton and other Southern products, brought from
the Carolines and Georgia by the Piedmont Air lino,
aro carried through llichmond to West Point, and are

thence shipped to New York, llostoa* Philadelphiaand
Baltimore. The steamers to and from the last
named city stop at Yorktown (or'Gloucester Point)
regularly, and so Yorktown, without participating
to any great extent in the world's commerce, sees it
inoviDg past her every day on tho fair bosom of the
York, which is a wide, deep and remarkably straight
stream from West Point, where it is formed, to the

bay, somo forty miles, where it empties itself.
Yorktown, the county scat of York, is on a high

bluff of concrete or stone marl, covered with a sandy
soil, on the south side of tho York and about eleven
miles from its mouth. The ground is lcvol, and is
embraced upon ouch side by deep ravines, which
almost meet in tho rear. Tho site is
the highest bolow ltichruoud, ou eitlior the
York or James river, it is Raid. The
town occupied SO acres and in aurronudod by a

plain of about 10,000 acres. The main street is
about onc-quurter ot a mile in length and the population200 or U60. lielow the town tho river widen*
into u lurgc body or water, resembling a bav,
aud not unlike the buy of New York
below Fort Hamilton; Clew's l'olnt. corresponding
to Sandy Hook and tho Oloucester xlioro,
opposite, taking the place of Coney Island. The
land on the two sides embrace* the bay in a circular
form until tho aides approach each other (at Yorktownand CHoucester l'olnt) within a mile; then the
river widens to about two and a half or throe miles,
aud iR almost a straight line up to West 1'oint, twenty-eightor thirty miles distant.

touktowm'h famk.
I'p to 17S1 Yorktowu was unknown to fame. It

had a pleasant society, enjoyed considerable trade,
aud hoped when the war was over to extend its commends!relations, aud by the help of its graud harborbecome a large city. The Inhabitant* had no
Idea what was in store tor them.
The poet Trumbull tells of the quick shitting

scene and the quiet country town turned into a

camp, the streets into scenes of bloodshed and hardShip;.
Again to fair Virginia's coast
I turned. and viewed '.lie llritisli host
W' hair tilins.'t pea Ice's wide waters lave
Iler shores and join the Atlantic wave.
There famed Cornwalll* towering rose.
And scornnd, secure, his distant foes;
III- hand- tne haughty lampnrta raise.
And hid lit" royal standard blase.
When In! a ,n't ncean - hounds extend,
ltehuld the Gallic sails ascend.
Anil I'l-nvrU wltli «hipt ihu auacluil* hay.Ln! Wash ill utnn fnnn northern *hoiu*
O'er in*ny * region wheels IiIa fore*.
Anil KochAluhuAii. with legions bright,Lhnn'oiiili III terror In tlio tight.

C0U3WAJ.LM OOOrKI).
In 17H1 Cornwall!*, u;tcr a victorious rampaiRU in

the Carolina*, wat ravaging Virginia, when hewn
suddenly recalled to the sea const by an order from
Mr Henry Clint iti, who, being apprehensive that tlio
Amur, ana aud Trench meditated an attack on
New Viirk, an.I tearing Unit ln> war not In ntiflinmntforce to resist tliem, liod Utreetad
Coruwallia to embark h.ono of lit* troop* to join
hi* garrison at New York. That (icnvial, luteut
on oboyti g the mandate, marchod with ilia troop*
to Portsmouth, w nurn ho received order* to retain
Ul* troop*. Clinton, having received a rnlnforeemsntof ;l,00o from another quarter, believed tliat
he could dispense with liirther anV, and oiuered
coruwallia to remain in Virginia, but to keep near
the Ana count. Cornwall)* accordingly sent Ilia eugi*
Hu rt to view first Old Point (where i'ortroae Monroe
now Ih; and then Yorktown, The latter was *electedaa tho molt eligible tor ofluostvo and defensiveopcratioua.
A part of coruwallia' army accordingly proceeded

tip tin York iiiv^ r in transports and boatA and took
possession of Yorktown and Uloucostnr Point on the
l«t ot September, on tlio liuth tho evacuation of
l'ort.niioutli «»< completed.
Cornwall!* rouatrncted a line of work* completely

around Yorktown and .d*o extended a line ot Hi*
troiichiiii nt* across the peninsula in the rear of lilouectm. Alt tin* tllue* i.afuyettn wa* within a tew
mile* of CoriiwalllA. tint dared not strik" a blow.
luataad of attacking New Y'ork, a* expected,

Washington, having securod th« co-operation of
the > ranch fleet, with admirable strategy slipped
away from ihe v.c.mty of New York. The French
Meet blockaded the mouth of York lltverand landed
r»lnroruetuan'a for Lafayette. Thn combined
nruiio* niovod from Williamsburg on tlin J5th of
tmptembvr, and in three lay* more wore aii collectedin the vicinity ot Yorktown. 'The wuole force

NEW YORK
amounted to 16,001) lueu. Cruwailis, foreseeing
tumble, appealed to Clinton at N.-w York lor aid. una
t'liutou .vrute thai bo would start on the pth of Oetobcrwith a Hoot uud about five thousau 1 uieu to his
relief. 1 he alliea commenced their works 011 tuo
night ol October ti, iu which they made rapid advance*.
notwithstanding a heavy fire trout the town. Ou the
'Jth severai hatturies were completed uud a deatructive
iMunouuoo corumouoed. On the 11th they bc_uu
tlieir second parallel, which waa ouly HtX) yards
Iroiu the fort, or ruaiu position. Iu order to oompletetheir works it wua uoceseary tor the allies to
dislodge the English trout two redoubts which wero
ill udvauco of thoir main hue. Washington detertuiuodou attempting ihcm by assuull. uud assigned
to the Preuuh, uuder Baron Viomesurl. the taking
of oue. while to the Auiorlcaus, under Lafayette
uud Colonel Hamilton, ho assigned the capture
or the other. Both redoubta wero taken, not, however,
without lots, of which the Trench suffered the
greatest share, because instead of charging over the
ubattis, us the American* did, tlroy stood the tiro
while the pioueers cut it away aud then advanced.
The redoubt they took was well defended. Uu
the night of the ltttli the onetuy, uuder General
Abcrcrombic, made a vigorous sortie, took two batteriesand spiked eleven cauuou. They were in turn
charged furiously by the Trench, under He Noailles,
and driveu back.
Curuwullis subsequently attempted to escape to

the Gloucester shore at uiglit. A part of his army
had already crossed and landed at Gloucester Point;
a part were on the river: the Third division alone
had not embarked. The air and the water were

calm, and his hopes of escape were high. In a momentthe sky was overcast and a tempest arose. Tne
very elements saomcd against hiiu. The wind uud
raiii wero violent, and his boats woro driveu tlowu
the river. The dav appeared, and the besiegers, discoveringtheir situation, opeuetl a destructive tire
upon the scuttered and weakened army, and they
wero glad when the abating tempost allowed them to
return to tho fortifications.

XHK srnuKsncK.
Seeing no hope of escape, Coruwallia on the 17th

sent Washington a tlag requesting a truco of twentyfourhours. Washington, fearing the arrival of Britishtroops, would grant It only for two hours. Commissionerswere appointed to meet ut Mrs. Moore's
house, ou the right of tho American lines uud just
iu ruar of the first parallel. The American commissionerswere Colonel Lauren* and Viscount do
Moailles; tlio British commissioners worn LieutenantColonel Duudas and Major lloss. The commissionersmat tnrly on tlio morning of the 18th, but
being unable to adjust tho terms of capitulation
definitively, only a rough draft of theui could bo
prepared, which was submitted to the consideration
of Cornwallis. Washington would not permit tho
deluy that might ensue by leaving thuso open to
furtuor negotiation, as ho feared that Clinton would
come to the relief of Cornwallis, lie, therefore, had
the rough articles fairly transcribed and sent them
to Cornwallis early on the uiorulug of the l'Jth,
with a letter expressing his oxpoctatiou that
they would be signed by eleven o'clock
and that the garrison would march out by two r. M.
Cornwallis was obliged to submit, und at the appointedhour the garrisons at York aud Gloucester,
the shipping 111 the harbor aud all the auitiiuuition,
Ac., wero surrcuderod, after a siege of thirteen days,
to the laud aud uaval forces of the Uilited States ami
Franco.tho army to the former, the uavy to the
latter. Cornwallis by uo means got thn terms he
desired, Washington having declared that a

geueral basis for a definitive treaty should
tie tho reception of tho two garrisons as

prisoners of war, with the same honors as were

granted to tlio Americans at Cliarlestou; but he
would not agree to seud tho prisoners out of the
country. They were to be marched to some convenientplace where they could bo sustained aud
treated kiudly. Cornwallis asked tho privilege of
retaining the Donetta sloop-ol-war to carry his despatchesto Clinton, pledging her sain delivery to tho
Americans if she escaped tho perils of the sea. This
was granted.

TESTIMONY OF AN EYK WITNESS.
"Light Horse Harry Lee," the father of General

R. E. Lee, aud who, us the eulogist of Washington,
\vu* the author of the Haying, "First iu war, tirst iu
pouce and first in tho hearts of his countrymen,"
was present at the surrender, and in his memoirs,
the third edition of which was edited by his famous
sun, said:.
Tho author was presont lit this ceremony, and certainly

no spuctacle could he moro impressive than the oue now
exhibited. Valiant troops yioidinic up their arms after
lighting in Ueionco of a cause dear to them (bocausethe cause of their country) undor a loader who
throughout the war, lu every grace and In
every situation to which ho bud boon called,
appealed to bo tbc Hector of bis host. Kuttle
after battle had he fought: eliinalo after oliuiats had ho
endured; towns had yielded to his mandate; posts wore
ahandonod at his approach; armies wore conquered by bis
prowess: one nearly oxtormiiiatod and thou cliused from
the con linos of South Carolina beyond the Dan into Virginia,and a third uoveruly chastised iu tnal Statu, on tho
shores of James River. Hut here even ho, in tho luldst
of his splendid career found his eouquoror. The road
turough which they marched was lined with spectators.
Kronen and American On uuo side tho Commiuider-in
Chief, surrounded by bis suit and tho American staff,
took his station; ou the olhor, opposite to him,
was the Count do Rochambeuu, in like manner
attended. The captivo array approached, moving slowly
In column with graco and prectsiou. I'nlversal
silotice wae preserved amid the vast courourso,
and the utmost doconcy prevailed; exhibiting
iu demeanor an uwful sense of the vicissitudes of human
fortune, miuglcd with commiseration for tho uuhappy.
Tho houd of the columu approached the Commundor-inCnief.O'llara'. mistaking the circle, turned to that on the
loft for the purpose of paying his ruspectt to the Comruunder-iuChlol, and requesting further orders; when,
quickly discovering bis error, with much ombarrassmeul
iu liis coiiulernauce lie Hew across the road and advancing
up to Washington, asked pardon for his mistake, apologisedfor the absence of Lord Coruwallin, and begged to
know liis further pleasure. The General feeling nla embarrassment,relieved it by referring him to General Lincolnfor liis government. Returning to tho liead of the
column, it uiuvod under tho guidance of Lincoln to the
field selected for tho conclusion of the ceremony.

uaiuler-tu-Chlef. anxious tu look at that man. heretofore
an much the object of drend. Ail warn disappointed.
Cornwall!* bald hlmaolf back from the humiliating
scone.
The post of Gloucester was delivered up on tho same

day by Lioutenanl Colonel Tarlelou. By tho official returnsIt uppearc that tho besieging army, at tlio terminationof the sioire. amounted to ltl.tfkJ men, 5,500 Continentals,3,500 militia and 7,000 French. The British
force, <n lofci, Is put down as 7.107. of which only 4,1)17,
rank and fllu, are stated to have been tit for duty. Tho
army, with everything belonging to it, fell to the United
States, while the shipping and all Its appurtenances were
allotted to our ally. The British loss, Including oUlcers,
amounted to 538. while ours did not exceed 300.
On the very day in which Lord Cornwallls surrendered

Sir lionry Clinton loft Now York with tho promised relief.7,000men.with 4runty live sail of tho Hue. two ships
of tifty guns and eight frigates. Tho fleet appeared ofT tho
Capos on the g4tb. whoro Sir Henry Clinton received Intelligenceof the surrender. In his official report Cornwalllsgave serious umbrage to Clinton.

THANKS.
Cornwallls, in hi* official report dated Yorktown,

October 20, say*:.
The treatment, in goneral, that we havereceivedfrom the enemy since our surrender has

been perfectly good and proper. But the kindnessand at ten ion that have been shown to us,
by the French officers in particular.tbsir delicate
sensibility of our situation, their ipuioroue and pressing
offer ol money, both public and private, to any amount.
have really goue beyond what 1 cannot possibly describe,
and will, I hope, inake an Impression In toe breast of every
oQleor whenever the fortune of war should put suy of them
in our puwer.
The lirltiah prisoners were subsequently marched

.some to Winchester In this State au<l some to Fort
Frederick and Frodericktowu, Md. The latter were

dually sent to Lancaster, 1'a. Cornwallls and other
British officers went to New York on parole.
Tho loss of the British (luring the siege waa 15fi

killed, 326 wounded and 70 missing. The whole numbersurrendered waa 7,000: also 75 Brass and 100 Iron
caution, 7,71)4 muskets, 28 regimental standards (10
Bngllsh and 18 Herman), a largo quantity of ammunition,stores, Ac.. and a military cliest with $11,000 in
speciu. When Cornwallls found that ba would bo
compelled to surrender be allowed bla soldiers to
aupply themselves with new clothes from the stores,
aud hence tiieir neat appearance at the surrender.

ULAD TIDINGS.THK COLUMN OP VICTOU*.
J. no nown ui iuv nurrouuw wou» uw» vu uj ppcuiai

messenger. It created uulveraal joy. i'rou the
lowest depth of despondency the patriots wero
transformed to the greatest exaltation. Thero wero

thanksgivings, liymiia of praise and VHitbtirxts of
joy throughout tho country. Congress passed
various resolutions of thanks and paid conspicuoushonors to Washington, Lafayette,
He., and resolved ttrut the llold of surrendershould bo markod by a marble column.
It was proposed to have it urnanieuted with otnblems
of alltauce between the United states and Ills Most
Christian Majesty, and inscribed with a most stiociuctnarrative ol the surrender of Karl Coruwalils
to Washington, Bochambeau and I>«» Grasso. Ninetyeightyears have passed and the marble for that
column is yet in the quarry. In 1854 or 1855
the people of this vicinity raised the money for a
small Monument, and in the presence of a lnr«oconcourse.including several military companies, raised
It on the Arid of surrender. The luutiiinictit was
of granite, some four *r A vo feet in height. It stood
until tho breaking out of the recent war, when relic
hunters, tlrsi from tlie Confederate and then from
the federal army, chipped it away until tho last
ve-dlge disappeared.
The celebration to take place here ou tho 23d la

only preparatory to the grand contonulsl of OctoberKith, IMS), by which time.though Cougrcaa la
yet to appropriate the money.the column may bo
quarried and carved and on the 100th ntiutvorsary
ot tho aurreuder unveiled iu the midst of admiring
multitudes. The Held of aurreuder la definitely
known. It la on the road to Hampton, and juat in
the rear of the national cemetery.

rtlK I-IUCLIMIXMIY CKLKMUTIOM.
This preliminary celebration will be no atnall

affair, for lie. re will be gathered together the dovomers
of the thirteen original States of tho Union. There
will be four or tlvft war vessel* of the United .States
in the harbor, ordern 1 there by the Secretary of the
Navy. The garrison from fortress Monroe, composed
of seine live or six companies of regulars, have been
ordered to be present by the Secretary of VVnV. 'Jtno
First Virginia regtmrut and Hlshnioud Light luifautry lilues will come down from Hichoioud, tho
Peninsula Ouard froin Hampton, the Wise Light Infantryfrom Williamsburg, the old Dominion Hoard
from Portsmouth and two companies from Norfolk : it
is expected thero will bo military from other states,
in all numbering about seven hundred and fifty men,
beside a number of civic aoulotiea. The total
crowd to be present is estimated at between live and
six thousand, owing to the short time the committeehave had to prepare aud the limited accommodationsof the town the celebration will only
last through one clay. The proceedings will be Inauguratedby an address delivered l>y Captain James
Darren Hope, of Norfolk, Vs.. who will bo followed
in nti oration by General William II. Taliafero,
of Gloucester county, Va. Tho meeting will be
prosidod over by the I'resldont of tho temporary
association, Dr. Uobert II. Power, or York county,
Va. After this a permanent organisation will he
formed to arrange for the grand event, of 1881.

AN DUD VIHOINIA n.tltBlCCfE.
This county, aided by some ot Its neighbors, will

provide a tree barbecue for ell who attend

HERALD, TUESDAY, OCA
hero on tho 43d. Si* hundred bushels of
tine "York Bivor oyawrs," 3.000 loaves
of bread und several tat beeves liuro be, u

ordered. There will bo an oyster ntaud at every
corner, and strangers will t o tuvited to commence
eating when they get ready and atop when tiity have
plenty. There is a cordial welcome to the world.
The ureater the distance a man may come the warmer
will be the reception.

COttXWSLl.!*' HKAPyU.iKTKHS,
At the eastern end ot the main street stands the

fatuous Nelson House, formerly the property of GovernorNelson, and now hold by members of tbe
family. It is a large square structure, built
of the old fashioned English brick, each alternateone glazed. In this house Cornwall!* had his
headquarters during the siege. During the bumburdmeutGovernor Nelson offered a guinea for
every shell put In his own house, and its
eastern toco shows .several marks of cannon
balls, besides tho place where one went
in und shattered the fireplace in one
of the main rooms of the building. Another and
much liner house, the property or beerctary Nelson,
was entirely destroyed during the boutburdment.It stood nearer the river, aud
just back of the interior lines of defence, the
ramparts of which are yet to be seen just
back of the new works made in the late war. Next
to General Nelson's house stands ait old brick build-
iug, Lur uiuiiy yvuin iim-u ji iu<- uuiiuit » uun

House, which iH only second to it iu historical interest,(or it was. strange to toll, the hist custom lionse
built iu the United butcst

TfUtiSfOBTATlOK.COBNWALLIB CAVK.
On the day ot the coining oelebratiou special liuea

of steamers will he ruu from West Point, Nortolk
ami Baltimore. Theso points will be reached respectivelyby rail trum Kichiuuud; trout the North
by the Bay Hue of steamers or by the Boston and
Providence line.
Just north of the town iu the blutl, anil a little

cast below the steamboat lauding, is to bo aeon the
famous Coruwallis cave. During the late war a

traverse was thrown up in front of it, and
it was used as a magazine. This traverse
is now being cut away so as to expose
its mouth as it formerly was. The cave is dug
close te the shore iu a calcareous ni.trl, which
hardens on exposure to the air. It is about eight
foot high unci sixteen by twelve in size. Just to the
right of its entrance there is an opcuiug leading into
another hut smaller room connected with it.
Tradition says it was used by Lord Coruwallis as a
council room, and that it was formerly lined with
green baize. Others say a house formerly stood at
the entrance of the cave, and that it was used
as a secret storehouse for smugglers. It
is now lined with a dark, greenish cryptogaiuousgrowth, rough and very adherent,
which may be the only green liaize it ever boasted.
However apocryphal the traditions of tho cave may
be, we will not attempt to dispel their influence.
This is a very utilitarian and Iconoclastic ago and
people, and wo ought to have a cave or so left
us, even If we have to create one from the
recesses of our imagination. This cave has cer'1" ..L.tn.w.n II un/iim,l tr/iu ou on.l Mm
luimy in i;u IU c^imuiivu <» ............. ..... ., ...

uumo oil CornwulliH has been ho long a.-sooiuteJ with
i( uk to bur any other by tho art of limitation. Just
above tho bluff where the cave is stands tho
old Nelson burying ground. Several aucient, curved
tombs yet remain belonging to tho family. East of
Vorktowu is the National Cemetery, constructed
since the late war. Uero a large number ol' Union
soldiers appropriately sleep in a few feet of the
spot where was couuiiuimuted, in fact, the iudopcudenceof this country, uud where legalitywas given to tho act of July 4,
1778, which declared the colonies free
from tho rule of Oreat Britain. The uncertuin light
wuich dawned at Independence llall became an effulgentreality 011 tho plains of Vorktowu. Tho
spot where the surrender took place is about sixty
yards from tho back wall of the National Cemetery.

tub old redoubts.
The ground around Vorktowu presents the same

general ruaturos it did during the lievolutiou; little
changes have occurred, and many of the old works
are yet in a remarkably good state of
preservation. Newer and larger works aiipoar
immediately investing the town made by tbe Confederatesand strengthened by tbe United States authoritiesduring the late war; but from above the
town, ou tho river, und around in a semi-eireular
manner to Wormley's Creek below the town, tho old
line of Continental and t rench works can bo traced
out. It is amusing to study these old works,
in tho light of the present improvements iu
ordnance. 'The whole line of investment was only
about three miles, und Cornwallls was shut in a
eemi-circular pen with a diaineterof less than a mile,
lieiow the point of surrender ou the old 'Temple farm

....I,. . t...I IT..IIUO urln.rn r.n

the lKcli day of October, 17111, Viscount Noaiiles ami
Lieutenant Colonel Laurous met Colonel Dundas aud
Major ltoss, of tlie British army, is rear oi tho first
parallel.

MODERN YORKTOWN. .

In ISM Lafayette was received with great pomp at
Yorktown. There was little figntmg hero during
the late war, other than some picket firing
across the lines. Yorktown was the left
of Johnston's defence on the peninsula prior to his
retreat; beyoud, toward Warwick Hiver at tno dams,
there was some severo skirmishing.
Captain Jones' place, three miles north oi tho

town, was the headquarters of Washington. The
house yet stands.

ARTILLERY SERVICE.

A CAMP OF INSTBUCTION FOB MEMBEBS OF

THE STATE NATIONAL GUARD ESTABLISHED

AT FOBT HAMILTON.
A camp for Instruction in artillery service for the

National Guard of the State of New York is now establishedat Fort Hamilton, Now York Harbor, on

grounds adjacent to tho fort. Tho camp has been
ordered for the more thorough instruction of the
State militia in the practical as well as theoretical
duties of artillerymen. Tho officers yesterday presentwore:.Colonel John 8. McEwcu, Tenth rogimcnt,
N.G.S.N.Y., commander and Instructor, Albany;
Major Louis Batch, surgeon. Tenth Albany; LieutenantAlbert F. Hull, adjutant of tho school, batteryF, Troy; 8ergeant Samuel J. Waddy, chief
clerk, company F, Albany; Colonel Edward H. Kent,
ordnance officer. New York; Servant William Scheftier.clerk o£ tUe ordnance officer; Captain John J.
Powers, nattery A, Rochester, N. Y.; Captain Robert
Stlorly, battery I, Uocliestor, X. Y.; Captain Paul
Birchmeyer, battery H, Syracuse, N. Y.; Captain
Laurel L. Olmsted, battery L, Blughaintou, N. Y.;
Captain Henry W. Linderman, battery M, Buffalo,
N. Y.; Captain Henry P. Bissell. battery D, Roughkeepsle,N. Y.; Captain George T. Steoubcrg. battery
F, Troy, N. Y.; First Lieutenant Ernest O. Foeller,
battery B, Now York, N. Y.; First Lieutenant NicholasWaht, battery C, Brooklyn, X. Y.; First LieutenantMaurice S. Decker, battery U, Klniira, N. Y.;
Second Lieutenant Jacob L. Voorhees, battery E,
New York, X. Y.; Sergeant John Fugle, battery K,
Now York, X. Y.; Corporal 8. C. Colyer, battery X,
Brooklyn, N. Y. About eighty representatives of the
different batteries throughout the Statu comprise the
camp. The camp will continue for the balance of the
prexout woek, General Hancock, comtuauder of the
department, and General G. A. Dc Hussy, commandantof the post, regular army, having afforded every
facility for the purpose of artillery practioe by the
State National Guard.
A scale of daily merit lias been established which

will determine the rulativo standing of the severalbatteries at target practice. The scalo
includes marks for ilisctp.inc. military bearing,neatness, attention to and proficiency in
drills and recitations. A prize of f 100 will be given
to and a suitablo motto authorized to be inscribed
on the guidon of the battery whoso detail makes the
highest average during the course of instruction; a
second prize of f .Viwill also be awarded to the individualattaining the highest average.
General John B. Woodward, Adjutaut General of

the State, and several others of the military departmentat Albuuy, were present at Fort Hamilton yusterday.
The practice to-day and to-morrow will bo devoted

to mounted and dismounted drills, stablo duty, and
recitations from the tactics; Thursday to light artillerypractice; Friday and Saturday to heavy ariillurypractice at Saudy Hook, orders having been receivedI runi the Ordnance Department at Washingtonfor that purpose. ,

It is pleassnt to notice that all thn officers of the
regular army on duty hero lend their hearty coIoperation to this ezporimuut of Instructing the
local militia in the artillery practice of the regular
sorvlce.

A CAPSIZED YACHT.

The sloop yacht Cuma left Astoria, L. I., Saturdayafternoon, about four o'clock, on a

blue Ashing cruise. Whpn tho storm broke,
about ten o'clock that night, the yacht was off
Bath and hovo to until tho storm had passed.
On ttunday morning tlio cuma marten tor the liorsc1slioo and thence for Dong Branch. Leaving the
Branch beforo noon the Cunia went to the eontli|ward about eleven tnilcs off Dual. It commenced to
blow very hard and the sea van very high. The
Cuius lay at anchor (or some time, with clone reefed
mainsail and hobnail, until the weather becuiue ao

threatening that Captain tloorgo Mackny detiirmtned to
seek nhelter at the nearest point. J list at tliia time
a sloop yacht, painted white, with green bottom,was
discovered ubout half a mile toward the southeast
lying on hor beam ends, her sails sol, snd trailing in

the Water. There wore no sinus ut life on board, and
tbc sea became so dangerous that those on board the
Cuius were afraid to remain any longer in that local!ity. The strange craft was sloop rigged and was

about fifty feet long. On her topmost was a largu
gilt ball. Captain Mackay says that if there had
neon any signs of life he would have hove to and
lowered a boat. In spite of the storm. The ('tuna
then beat all the way up to Bandy Hook and reached
Hlateii Island after dark on Sunday, where she lay
under the lee of the Kills until yesterdsy morning.

NATIONAL BOAltD OL TRADE.

The National Board of Trade, through Mr. Hamilton
A. Hill, acting socretary, has notified the Chamber of
Commerce and otbor trade organizations that its
tenth annual mooting will bo held in Washington,
commencing December 10, and all its constituent
bodies have been requested to send In before October
15 all such subjects ss they want discussed at the
luce ting. Messrs. J. h. T. Htrauehsn, Will lain ft.
Dodgu, billot C. Cowdolu and Oliver Hayt will act as

delegate* for the Chamber of Commerce.

'OBEU 21, 1879..QUADRUT
ERIE'S DEFENCE.

1V-.T1.UOXV OF MB. BI.AXCHAKP BEF03E THE

LEGIUI.ATIVE COMMITTEE.UEPUCHON OF

« BATES IX FWOK OF THE PCUBIC.

The testimony before the Legislative committee
appointed to investigate the management ot railroadsin this State, given yesterday morning at the I
rooms ot the Chamber of Commerce, No. (id William

won nhJnrt v onnftnnd to a dcfoui-e of tlie cli&raed

against the Erio lta:lroad. Mr. Planehard, tlio generaltraffic munuger, occupied the witness aland all

day, and his evidence will. It la uudcretood, take two

days more. Then the rebuttal on the part of the

New York central and the "L" roads will couie up.
The committee expect to llnish their labors with tho

present week.
UKCKII'TS, EXPENSES AND PliOFITS.

Mr. Plain-hard again took tho witness stand when
thucoiumitteo was called to order and was cross-examinedby Mr*. Sterne, lie testified that tho totul receiptsof milk and cream coming over tho Erio road
for the ilve months ending August, 1871), were

I,997,704 gallons. The uuinber of gallons carried between1863 and 1879 was as follows:.1809, 0,180,5:17;
1B53, 7,078,145; 1804, 7,996,740; 1805, 7,950,189; 180C,
8,457,009; 1807, 9,480,677; 1803, 9.887,984; 1809,
10.310.219; lb/U, ll.177.Kfe; 1871, 11,709,940; 1879,
II,721,481.
Witness next offered in evidence a twblo of the

Erie ltailroad earnings and expenses pur ton per
mile from 1879 to 1878 inclusive:.

IVur.Eariunyit. Expenses, l'ro/its.
187 2 $1 59 #0 98 SO 54
1870 1 45 9451
187 4 1 01 9140
1875 1 20 9525

1870 1 0.) 8821 !
187 7 93 7520|
187 8 97 0709
Percentage of reduction in earnings, 30 2-10; in

expenses, 31 0-10, or 4 4-10 per cent in favor of ship-
pers.

Also a table of tho earnings, expenses and profits
of all the l-ailrouds in the State of New York, from
1870 to 1878, inclusive:.
l'rur. Earnings. Erpmsrs. Profits.
18.9 $1 >9 $1 15 $9 35
187 1 1 70 1 1460
1879 1 60 1 IS61
187 3 1 00 1 9863
1874 1 45 9650
1875 1 30 9034
1870 1 16 8531
1877 1 00 7729
1878 1 00 G931
Percentage of reduction in earnings. 47.14: in expenses,39.93; in pro tits, 44.2. Percentage of reducedcharges in excess of reduced expenses, 7.21.
"If the organization of pools and fast freights,"

witness said, "were made universal. If would enablethe ruilroads to adjust tho business properly;
a central authority for all the freight business would
be a great economy, and do a great deal to stop discriminationagainst tho public; compulsory legislationwould not bo so successful us a friendly
co-operation between the railroads; tho companies
had come to the idea thut it was wiser to keep contractsthan break tlrcm."

CLASSIFICATION OF SHIPMENTS.
The direct examination of Air. lllanchard was

again taken up ou the subject of clussilication, ex
J udgo Khipinan questioning tho witness. There
were a12 articles claseitlod. and rates made to 412
dillereut points; the clossiiicutioii should take into
consideration the value of the articles carried.
Mr. Sterne wanted to know if ho should send a telegramby the Western Union lines that his cow had

calved and another ordering a transaction by which
ho could make $ 10,000 whether tho company should
charge more for the latter; or whether tho Post
Office Department should charge more for sending a
letter involving an important contract than for a
domestic letter? Mr. Blanchard replied that if the
Post Office know the contents of the letters they
should chargo more for tho more Important service
rendered, and If Mr. Sterne's cow was an Aldcruey.
and produced an Alderney calf, he should be charged
more lor a telegram announcing the tact than if it
was a mere "tcrub" calf. (Laughter.)
After rocoss Mr. Blanchard resumed his testimony.

Kcterrlug to the cut-rutcs he said that much of the
troubles came from the Western railroads: ouoroad
would make a cut-rate, another would tollow and
down would go tho freights liko a row of bricks; it
was bad for the merchants and bad for the railroads.
Question by Chairman Hepburn.Does not all this

argue the necessity for some authoritative supervisionof the railroads? A. The railroads have now
put a stop to that; their agreement has now lasted
over thirty months and is constantly growing in
strength; there is nothing likely to occur to bring
back the railroads to their old ways of doing business;under the pooling arrangomout Krie roceivod
thirty-three per cent. Now York Central thirty-three,
Pennsylvania twenty-live wad Baltimore and Ohio
nino por cent of all freights; in the California businesseach rood took twenty-five percent; this arrangementwas found to be unsatisfactory to some
of tho roads, and on March 1, 1879, the following
percentages took effect ou the different classes of
frmiflif frnm \nor Yurie*..

Clou ,

Ut. 3d. id. ith.
New York Central... 36 3-10 4J 5 10 35 6-10 318-10

Erio 30 3-10 34 31 34 7-10
Pennsylvania 25 35 36 35
Baltimore and Ohio. 8 5-10 8 6-10 8 6-10 8 5-10
Similar schedule*, showing the proportionate

rates on freight from Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore,woro submitted by tho witness with copious
explanations.
The committee then adjourned until this morning

at ten o'clock.

HARLEM RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

GENERAL NEWTON ASKING THE APPOINTMENT

OP A COMMISSION TO APPBAISB THE SEAL

ESTATE ALONG THE PROPOSED CANAL.
A petition was snbmitted yesterday to Judge Donohue,in the Supreme Court, on behalf of the United

States government, by General Newton, who has
charge of the excavations at Hell Gate, asking the
aDpoiutment of commissioners to appraise the value
of real estate required for the construction of a new
channel from the Hudson Itiver to the East River,
through the Harlem Kills. It will be remembered
that the Legislature of this Stato passed an act in
1870 giving permission to the United States to
acquire the right of way necossary' to carry
oiu this proposed scheme. The act ulso cited to the
general government jurisdiction over the real ostate
thus acquired. Home amendments to the act were

passed by tho last Legislature in accordance with tho
suggestions of General Newton, who has prepared
the requisite plans for carrying out the improvement,which contemplates the deepening of the
channel of the Harletu itiver, giving to the water at
high Ude a depth of twenty-one feet, and a depth
of fifteen feet at low tide. The improvement aiso
contemplates the cutting of a canal to join tho Harlemand North rivors, such canal to run south ot
Hpuytou Duyvtl Creek across the narrowest part of
the northeru extremity of Manhattan Island, the
line of tho creek haviug been abandoned as too
winding for the purpose of the canal. Negotiations
have been in progress.tor some time between representativesot the United States and parties owuiug
land along tho line of the proposed canal as

to the prices to be paid for sucb land.
No sutisiactofy result having been reached
through those negotiations General Newton
presented the petition referred to. There
are about two hundred different parties who own
this land. Some of the holders, however, are unable
to give perfect title, and the owner of a portion
cannot be ascertained. Messrs. Thomas L. Ogdeu
and Samuel E. Lyou represented Ueueral Now tun,
and Corporation Counsel Whitney the city. A multiplicityof lawyers represented the property owners,
but uo opposition thus far has been made to tbe
appointment of a commission. After a brief conferenceJudge Donohuo adjourned until to-morrow
the settlement of tho order as to the parties appearingin court, and until Monday next the settlement
ot an order as to those not appearing.

MR. RUBARTIS' OFFICE BOY.

Frank W. Robsrtis, of No. 145 Broadway, is the
American agent of an English stationery ttrm. Six
weeks ago a neatly dressed, bright looking young
man entered his store and solicited employment.
He said he hail Just come out of Bellevue Hospital
alter weeks of illness, was in groat need of money
mill wining to mane uiniscit generally usciui as 11c

hail a small family dependent upon hla olTorta for
aupport. Ho thereupon produced a number of lettcraof recommendation, which apoko moat highly
of hia worth. Mr. Uobartia employed him aa ail

oflice- boy. lie gave hla name aa Thomaa
Huckett and hla nge aa twenty-throe ycara. He waa
intrusted with the sale ol articles, the keeping of
booka ami the tilling of orders by mail, and tuitiiled
these dutloa to hia employer'a aatiafactlon. About
four Wcoks ago Mr. Uobartia' attention waa directed
to the fact that tlie oriiera ho received by mall wcro
gradually diminishing in number. He ordered an
account of atock to lie taken, and meanwhile a gentIonianliving out of towu vialtcd the store. Aa he
entered Huckett started up from the scat whore lie
had been writlug and -dipped out of the place.
The gontloniiin asked why his ordura by mail bad
not been llllod. It wus then louud, Mr. Hoburtia alleges,tliat Hack ott had lor weeks been opening the
letters thus received mid appropriating their contents,besides selling goods and making false entiles
In tbo cash book. Hays elapsed without word from
hlni, and ilu u eatno a threatening letter, followed
by bis appearance In persou. Mr. llobartls ulicgcs
that the youth acknowledged that from the mutuant
he waa mil ployed lie had syatcuiatica.ly practised
forgery and einbeMlenient; that In fact the very
letters of rocommouiiatlou which gained credence
lor his story were forgeries, and that he had not been
in the hospital. On .innday be was arrested at No.
Ui'7 dlztli avenue. In tbo Tombs Court yesterday
Mr. Uobartia coutlnod hla charge to one transaction
of the amount of $8 iifi with the Arm of John MonroeAt Co., on the 7th luat. lie denied the charge,
aud when tlie maglatrate Informed him that ho waa
held for trial ami would bo locked up In default of
bail, lie kissed hla wife with houclialauoa and accompaniedthe otllcer to hla call.

'I.E SHEET

OBLIVION.'
How the Poor Live, Die and Are

Buried in Warren County.

CHILDHOOD WITHOUT A JOY

Old Age and Infancy Without
a Comfort.

Caldwell, Luke Goorge, Oct. 15, 1879.
This Is not my first visit to tho pretty region lylug

between I.:iko Cbutuplain and tlio Adirondack!., ami
wore 1 culled upon to recommend a season of tlie

year in which to asceiul tlio valley of the Upper Hudsouand its tributaries 1 should now say, Wait till
tbe frost bus corns. The harmony of nature was

never more apparent. Throughout all the long ride
from Saratoga up the Adirondack Hail road which I
made this morning the landscape was a choice work
of art, bearing the signature "J. Frost, 1H79." A
clever master of color is Jack (if only u few brief
years of acquaintance with this really great artist
will admit of such familiarity). How lie has
painted tUo maple, chestnut and ash trees 1
The bold touches of purple and yellow, the
handling of the browns und greens defy ull
theory. Sueli colors cannot bo mixed by rule.
Then, too, the background*of naturally cold, bluishgraystono are treated in such u way that they seem

aglow with autumn lustre. I date my lotter from
Caldwell, but it is the failure of a trilling bit of enterprisethat briugs lue to this charming spot, whore
ouly wedding parties tlee at this season of the year
to escape from the world. Warreniburg, as I shall
soon explain, was my objoctivo point, but having
completed my work there I discovered that by a

brisk drive I woflld be able to reach Caldwell by two
o'clock, whero I could catcli the afternoon steamor
down the lake and go on to Essex county to-night.
The scheme was well planned, for 1 would lose a

whole day by returning to Saratoga uud thunco
going north by way of Whitehall. There was only
one obstaclo to complete success.and the possibilityof this the pleasant weather .luado me forget.
namely, that 1 found on arriving hero that the afternoonboat had been taken off for the season.

So kero'I am fast until to-morrow at nine o'clock,
when T shall venture to make the jouruey down the

lake, which, I am told, is very charming now. Hut I
ain not hero to study nature. Borrowing Dr. Johnsou'sidea, 1 havo come to look at moil and women.

I have already told you how the paupers of the
southern, control and western parts of the State aro

cared for; let us see how the same class of humanity
fares among the hills and the forests bordering on

the eroat wilderness known as '-John Brown's
Tract." Leaving the train on the Adirondack Hailwayat the station of Thurman a stage of indiiTbrcntcomfort carried mo up tho valley of tho Schroon
ltiver to Warrousburg, a busy village, well supplied
with water power. It divides the honom of tho
county government with Caldwell. Caldwell has
the court house, but Warrousburg generally contrivesto furnish tho majority of the lawyers, petit
jurors and.criminals. In this way are all joalousios
prevented, and, as neither town has a railway of its
own, there is likoly to bo harmony.

dividing tiii: honors.

As Caldwell has the jail it is only fair that Warrensburgshould have tho almshouse. So sho has it;
ana a bad enough placo it is, too, sulllciontly repulsiveand inadequate to repel tho advances of any
person who calmly contemplates entorlug tho ranks
of the paupers. Just as soon as arrangements could
be completed and a carriage secured your correspondentwas on his way to the Warren county poorhouse.Tho rood, soon after leaving Warrousburg,
attacks the. hills by a truly military system of
gradual approach. Tho valley has become so uarrow
that tho small farms follow each other in siuglo illo,
Hanked by the abrupt, tree-covered heights.

At the end of two miles a square stone building,
two stories in beigbt, with its gable end to the road,
is seen. There is no yard in front, and uo expense
or trouble has been wasted on external or intorior
decoration. The following diagram conveys an accurateIdea of the ground plan
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paragraphs hp povkiitt.
The yard is reached by driving uuder a coverod

way leading beneath the now extension to the stone
house facing the road. Tho keeper, E. O. Hall, has
been passed on the road, for ho has just set out for
Warrenshurg. Application at the "olllce".in which
preparations for preserving berries of some kind for
tho keeper's family is in progress.procures s guide
sbout the place in tho person of a wretched little
cripple named Willie Eastman. Ho has been eleven
years in tho establishment, and, although he has attainedthe ago of twouty-oue, liu is not more than a

yard high. He conducted me to the soi oud story of
the stone struoture, and, one after another, we enteredthe typical rooms which 1 have before describedst Jacksonville and Schoharie. The air whs

stifling in many instances, no regurd whatever being
paid to veutilat.on.

In one room a young woman was found feeding a

very old man with a spoon. He was furnished
corned boef and cabbage, and it is only just to say
that tho meat was sweet and wholosonio. I am disposedto he rather satisfied than otherwise with tho
appearauco of the rooms lu tho main building, althoughthere are numberless details that might be
bettered. At least tliey aro good compared with
what are seen litter. 1 detect a steep stairway loadingup to tho attic, aud although my guldo threatnua
to leave me I puah right up. It leads to a cloae
entry which given access to an apartment whero uro
aurommodatioUH Tor seven or eight pemonn. Tho
meat objectionable feature la the door, which opena
in atich a way that in cusc of any ruah, auch, for iuatauce,an would occur it tho premises were on lire,
all meaun of exit would ho choked up.
We descended into tho baaeiuent of tho stone

building. Hero was the kitchen, and it aeolned
swarming with women. The place wan filthy;
grease and mud wvro smeared over everything encountered,even to the clotliea of tho ocoupunta. I
am told that six or aoven old women aloop nightly
in this kitchen, or in some rootn adjoining, to which
I con id hot flud a means of acceaa. Tlin tables on
which tho meals woro served aud tho maty tin
pans iu which they are doled out wero Shown uie,
but they huvo destroyed my appetite for days to
oomo. ft was proposed to show mo tho broad.but
no.1 HUUW Wlttb ItlE UJf UCAI I,

WOMKN AN1) C Mil. Oil ICS".
Now foliowa tho mally aad fcuturea of tho place,

and I am f(lu(i to a«y that aorau elTorta aro making to
effect an improvement. At preacut, however, tho
apartment* in which tho old wuiui'li aro hounnd are

dlagruceful. Aa the diagram indicate*, a long fratne
abed ia joined to tho atono atructure. Tho part
uautrat tho main building la uard for a woodbotiso
and tho lott between tho calling and roof la occupied
by about aixtocn women and auroral children. The
women arc moatly very old, but a few glrla young in
yearn and nnacry aro there. Throe children were
iouud in the room at the extreme end of tho loft.
one an Infant aud tho two othnra bright, intelligent
little thing* who cntno up bravely to have their tiny
hand* alnikvu by the viaitor. In thia toul at.inoaplioro,among thexu acetiea of rice, tulaery and
diaenae worn found tlia*a two bright apccinteuaof thotightluaa childhood, uiiaiiapleioua of
anytliing better, to whom liappiiicaM waa
unknown. Hick ami hungry though the.v looked,
thuy laughed uiul cried like tho joyona children
of otir New Vojk home*. How they deserved to be
pitied 1 How 1 wondered tiiut there wero not to be
found in Warren county ctuldleaa liourtha to which
auch charming balm a would come a* angel* of joy.
1 recalled tint tale of "ftilaa ,'iluruur, Weaver of ltaveloo,"and iloubted If tint young maideu* and old
tuen ot tbo Adirondack liilla had pondered tho moral
it contain*. While the children wero prattling to
me, idiotic erotica by their aide were leering at them ;
iiu old woman wax euralng and groaning; aud a
blear-eyed girl, evidently of moat erratic habita, waa
laughing and telling vulgar atoriea. In the centre of
tIlia Htriiuge group xtoud theau two children.atraugcrafrom the kingdom of heaven.ami not a man or
woman in all Warren county to pity or to reactto
them! Not a toy on tho floor; uot a atory or picturebook.no boinu, paat or future.

IKK I'.vt/t'ni rvnaAL.
My driver waa tbe undertaker'* aeaiatant.the

Jehu of tha village hearae. Ha waa auauaptihla to

approachmeut on the subject of funerals, feud fliifeMjhad something to nay regarding the lturiul of Um
pauper dead. As wu drove away troiu the AlmsLouse toward ttw slioros of Lake George L« pointeu
out the mortuary plot, situated among a pat ah ol
garden truck across the roa l from the buildings,lie explained tbe formalities gone through In a succinctam, connected manner, which, divested ol
certain disagreeable technicalities ot his ofllco and
work, 1 think best to reproduce iu his own words:."Vos. that's where we burrtea 'cm. I've beardthat it used to be the custom to stick 'out away iuthe ground in a mere box. knocked together by the
p lupcrs themselves for their dead companion,That's changed now, however. We git an ortieiirom the Superintendent of tlis Poor or the keepertor a retf'lar ooUlu. Course't'sint much of au aiYsir,but it's a coilln for all that, it'a quite us good asthe boxes your people in Now York stow their
paupers away iu, I've liecu told. Now, wo.that's
luy boss.only git four dollars for the rollin anu onidollar for the box. Why, it's real luxury to bsburied in a box. Muuy's the one of our poor peoplehereabouts, outside the Almshouse, who oau't affordthe columns of it box in a ldition to tbe coffin. But,regarding the paupers, as you say, an' how they araput away.

now tukv run.
'^'As to the dying, I don't know much about thatbecause, you sec, 1 haven't been here; but tlie bosiwho has says that they drop oh' quite natural likaThey don't usually have much lo say; don't makt

no scone, but let things take their course, ito theyever have a priost or minister by tl,o:r side? Bornetimes.You see, if the man or woman as is dying haibeen well known it generally gets noised 'round th«
vuiugu. .oouio ui mo lariucr* oounn into town mujstop at the stone house' ami ask, 'Anything now today?' aud the per*on or is asked may say, 'old Uncle
Jack's dying'or 'Old Oi'tiuuy brown's dead.' Then
the farmer he'll want U> know if it's 'Old Uucla
Jack that used to work in the sawmill,' or, uiuybo,old Orunny Brown that used to livb down on* th«
pike and had a sen that weut oh' to .Mexico.' Fiudin'
that he knows the dyin' or dead, he'll speak of it aa
soon its he gets out of his wagon ut the hotel 01
thy pest office, and In a short hit the news 'a all
over town.

ltKCOI.LECTIONS OF FOl'.IIKit DAYS.
"If 'tis near about noon the news spreads ever so

much quicker; for, you know, when the men gehome to dinner lliey are very liable to mention it to
tlio women lolks, and thou tbo story's all out. It'i
soon discovered thut the dyin' person was once I
member ot 'the brick" church,' or tho sewiu' circli
of Fifty-odd, or the temperance society. Homo good
woman goes for tho parson, and it often happeui
that quite u good many people go back in tin
farmer's wagon to the Alnishouso. Do 1
ever see uuy of the paupersgrieving,.cryiu',I suppose you moan,.for thoii
dead companion? No, I can't say as over I did.
Yes, I did, onct. it was a young girl.a mors
child.who had followed her father to 'tho stout
hoiiso,' because ho was blind aud needed her care,
slio seemed awtul sorry ho was gono; but I don't
see why slio should, for sho was soon put out in a
family to live and was a greut dual better off. The
arrangements for the funeral are agreed upon us
soon hh the pauper dies, l'hero Isn't any regular
time to wait. The kuopor just sends a message to
us, 'Billy .Smith dead; 5 feet 4 inches by 28
inches.' We know exactly what It means, and, if
nothin' else's crowd!*' us, go right to work sawin'
up tlio boards. If we are out of wood, 1 go down
to the sawmill and buy it.

a mehk matter op trade.
"Well, to make my story shorter, when wo an

ready we drive out to the Almshouse. Uow are ths
dead dressed for burial? Most generally the women
are shrouded. Once in a while.and this's very curious.theperson who's dead will have a middlin'
good coat or dress which they've been saving up for
years to be laid away in. It's natural onough, yon
tliink? No, I tell you it's contrary to evory principleof pauperism. If the service is going to be read
and there's no parson, tlio keeper or sorao ono of
the paupers reads it. Oftenest there isn't anything
said or done after we get there. We just screw dowu
the lid and call on throe or tour of the
stoutest men to tuko holt. We carry
the body across tlio road, lowor It into
tlie grave and leave the paupers to fill it up. It ia
rarely that the inmates come nearer than the feuco.
l'robubly tiley dou't like to thiuk of the timo whon
they'll go the same road. They don't 'pear to car*
much for each other. You would think that, herded
together as they are, thov'd got to likiug one another;but it isn't so, as I said before There's
Lake George ahead. You can seo it through that gap
in the trees a little to the right." And here this
strange narration ended.

sao, somure thoughts.
And as I sit here to-night in a front room of the

Fort William Uonry House I cannot help thinking
that if the great hotel proprietors would give a portionof the largo sum which they uuuually contributeto regattas in direct charity for tho poor of
their couuty they would serve God quito as well and
mail a groat deal better. Before me atretohes away
to tlie northward tho waters of Lako George, a sheet
of burnished silver in tho mooulight, calling forth
all the pathos of one's nature, but the scene is not
for me. My mind wanders back over these hills,
through the dark ravines I have traversed to-day, to
the solemn solitude which envelops as in a cloud tha
suspended animation of human misery. It is now
midnight, but I cannot forget tho awakening.the approachof to-morrow.another day's journey foa
eighty men and women toward oblivion.

A PLEA FOlt THE INSANE.
New Yoke, Oct. 20, 1879.

To the Enrron of the Herald
Will not you, who liavo already dono eo much to

deservo the thanks of the oppressed, espouse tho
cause of that most uufortunato class of persons, tho
insane, so that wo may have no repetition of tho
soul-harrowing picture presented by your reporter?
Will you uot, for one thing, suggest to your reader*
to save their old pampli\ets and newspapers to send
to the asylums, so that tho poor creatures who
have intelligence enough to road (aud there are hundreds)may havo something beside their own terriblefate to think upon. I have spent a great deal of
time among the insane, aud believe that a book,
a picture or a newspaper will aometimes
furnish a clow that will lead the mind
out of the labyrinth of tearful fancies
that harass tho poor creatures. Another thing:.
Kvory ward of hu insane asylum should be undel
tho superiulcudeuce of a ruiiuud aud educated lady
or gentleman, who could direct such Intelligences
as show auy signs of awakening. In the right direction.A room sUnuld be turuishod with books, plot.uresand music, and some one to amuse, play and
sing for the patients at their pleasure. There la no
sueh provision at present. The attendants common
ts such establishments are more noted for thai*
muscular than for their intellectual development.
Hath aro necessary: but let the muscle proparu tbs
meals, do tho work aud exercise the rostraim, which
last, unfortunately, is of Ion needed. A refined. Intellectual,sympathetic person should be provided to
minister to that most exquisite organisation, the
human mind, wheu that mind is diseased. And
such a person ia seldom soon iu an insane asyluiu.
If you could only bring about this reform (and you
ure all powerful), do it for God's sake.

1 have seen in su asylum tho uuraes, coarse, unculturedwomen, gathered lu a group about a lady
patient, amusing themselves by goadiug her on to
blaspheme aud use the most foarl'ullanguage (which,
you know, Is uot au uncommon thing with the most
rotlucd person lr insane). This could not hsve occurredhad a lady been in charge of tho hall. On
another occasion 1 saw a male attendant who had
brought up the clean linen tor tho hall stand and
bandy words with a lady pntlout who had In her insanityaddrtiHscd hiin. llo should have Kunu quietly
away, and would have dono so If theru had uouu
lady In charge. Tho needles* oxerrlse of authority
(which nil iguoraut persons love to exercise), much
carelt ssiiuss and cruelty would bu prevented If only
this little step iu the right direction could he takou.
If you could aen tho patients an 1 hnvo aeeu then)
walking hour after hour, day after day, without (
soul to speak to or a picture or a book to look at,
you would seo the necessity of some reform. In th«
name of liumnuity help these poor, helpless creatures,abolish tho cribs and other abominations, and
oaru the everlasting gratitude of the whole liunial
race. O. T.

WRECK OF THE URANIA.
The ship Urania, Captain Jorgenscn, left QuobM

on October 1 with a cargo of lumber, bound for
London. From tho lat to tho 10th of October aha
ouioyed fair weather, but at torward experienced
heavy galea froiu several quartor*. On tho 11th tha
vessel was working heavily ufl day, aud at aix A. M.
on the lutli sprang aleak forward. Tho water waa

gaining continually aud tho captalu ordered all
hinds to the putups. Tho windmill pump of tha
ship worked all right, but tho hand pumps wera
soon choked. Abuut ilvo o'clock In tho afternoon,
aftor tho crew had bis u working all day with little
effect, tliay went to the captain aud aaked that
they be allowed to cut away the rigging,
ns tho ship was tiien lying on her
beam ends and a gain was blowing from tho southward.lie acceded to their request, aud all tho topmustswith cut away. At eight o'clock on tha
morning of the 111th there was thirteen feet of water
in the hold. About throu o'clock in tho afternoon
of tho same day u steamer hove in sight steering
toward the disabled vessel. Tlio crew then weal
ag-ala to tbo captain and asked lilm to abandon tho
ship, as tlio iv.itcr wa» gaining continually, and all
tlioir efforts to save her woru of no avail. Tlio mouldwan at tliat time in latitude 47 deg. trl nila. aud
longitude 41 dog. 54 aiia. oast, oil tho liauka of
Nowlouudluad. An thorn Hooiuod 110 proapuct of
saving hor aad am tho lives of ail on board worn in
innuluoat danger captain Jorgeuson nud boata wero

put oat for tlio Hteniaer, which provtd to
bo tho Otraato, Captain Jenkins, bnaad from
Hall to Now York. Captain Jorgmisou and
his eighteen inoa worn klnd'y reoelvod on board
tho atrauior and brought afoly to this port vosterday.Alter getting ou board Captain Jenkins ankod
Captain Jurgeuson if ho had snt bin ship on (Ire
tore leaving, and on tiin latter responding in tlin
negative ho ordered hin niato to go on board and not
lire to her, us alio wan la tho track of the ocean

steamers, aad Iter wreck. If floating, would be dungurouxto uuvigatloa. Tho order waa executed, aud
after huruiag brightly for a fow hours, at teu
o'clock at night the last of the ship Urania and her
cargo sank out of sight. The Ursula was a fullriggedship, of 1,WT tons burden, built In St. Mary's,
Nova Scotia, In 1Hf.il, aud owned by Jorgunsen ft Knud.
son, of Drauuier, Norway. Hho was Insured for about
$35,000. The ageut of the vossul In New York la Jag
Uuil Jorgeuacu. of the arm of lUooovieli ft Co.
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